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LETTE RS 


Walt Stringer’s account of his San Diego 
Metroliner ride (RTN 297) brings up still more 
negatives surrounding this Amtrak marketing 
“horror story.” We are all aware of the two 
lost trips which reduces convenience and travel 
flexibility. Then there is the ill feeling among 
officials in the cities along the line, and those 
falling patronage figures—and so on and so on. 

Mr. Stringer’s article, however, hits upon 
what may be the most damaging facts of all. 
With an ecight-man crew and only 40 to 50 pas- 
sengers, these trains will go down as possibly 
the most unproductive users of labor ever re- 
corded, This “bus load” crowd would require 
a crew of ONE on the parallel San Diego Free- 
way. And we haven’t even touched on equip- 
ment use—two sets for only one round trip! 
We are going to have a very hard time convince 
ing the anti-rail crowd (or ourselves, for that 
matter) of the “inherent resource efficiency” 
of these kinds of trains. A grossly inefficient 
Amtrak is certainly not the picture we want to 
show off to the press, the politicians, or the 
general public. 

What seems amazing in all this is that the 
obvious solution to an incredible Amtrak blun- 
der has yet to be even mentioned. Why not 
replace the present Amcafe with an Amclub in 
each SAN DIEGAN consist? These cars have 
lounge/cafe seating at one end and an 18-seat 
first class section at the other, with the food/ 
drink counter in the middle. By using this type 
of car, we have, in essence, made ALL San Die- 
go trains into Metroliners! In fact, the sumptu- 
ous 2-1 Amclub seating will tempt the “‘up 
scale” crowd even more. And best of all, con- 
ventional service frequency is preserved intact. 
Yes, I realize that we lose the “express” sched- 
ule. But that small speedup has obviously at- 
tracted virtually no new riders—while displacing 
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PACIFIC NEWS is going places. You'll want to be 


Now a part of the Interurban Press family, the new 
aboard! 


We'll show you the whole Western rail scene every two 


Go LOESve WITH PACIFIC NEWS. 


months. . 


Rail Travel News, Vol. 14, No. 17. 1 September, 1984. Whole number 299. Copyright © 1984 
by Message Media. Published twice monthly by Message Media, P.O. Box 9007, Berkeley CA 
94709. Subscription $19.00 per year; single copy 804 Overseas and institutional rates on re- 
quest. STAFF: James Russell, Editor. Paul Rayton, Editor-at-Large. Regional Correspondents: 
Peter Putnam Bretz, Jack Ferry, Adron Hall, Kenneth Maylath, Peter Roehm, Ted Scull. — 


RA EES 
THE COVER STORY 


(Front and rear covers:) Two scenes from Amtrak’s new “Officer Choo-Choo 
Coloring Book.”” The 12-page coloring book is distributed by Amtrak as part of 
its Operation Lifesaver effort, to educate the public about railroad crossing safety. 
The booklet features ‘‘Officer Choo-Choo”, a.Muppet-type creature dressed in an 


Amtrak Police uniform. 


(losing?) over 200 regular passengers. With 
Metroliner Service on all runs and the lost trips 
restored, patronage can go only one way—up, 
up, up. No one will miss those two “fast” runs, 
Actually, ALL trains should run on the faster 
schedule anyway! 

Continuing this wasteful and really unpopu- 
lar service does not project a very responsible 
image of Amtrak to train passengers or to tax- 
payers. When such a simple, proven solution 
exists, why not give it a try? 

James E, Cane 
San Francisco, California 


A little cautionary note for Steve Spear of. 
Sumner WA, writing in RTN 298 concerning 
the EMPIRE BUILDER re-route in Washington. 

He seems to use the population figures 
that distant, uncaring Amtrak officials used. in 
making their decision to re-route the BUILDER 
from the ex-NP Yakima line to the ex-GN Wen- 
atchee line. Anyone familiar with Eastern 
Washington knows that by far the greatest pop- 
ulation resides adjacent to the ex-NP line. ~ 

Altho Pasco a population of 16,000, it. 
is the station for the whole Tri-Cities area, 
with a population of 100,000, and a center of 
nuclear research and warehousing for the Col- 
umbia Basin project. Yakima, with 40,000, 
also has a large population outside the city 
limits, and is the center of the great Yakima 
Valley fruit-growing area. Ellensburg, despite 
its smaller population of 15,000, supports Cen- 
tral Washington University, a large and growing 
institution often heavily populated by Seattle- 
area young people who want to “get away from 
home” and feel the 110 miles to Seattle, and a 
mountain range in between, do the trick. 

Auburn WA has a small population, but it 
has been historically the point passengers leave 
and board transcontinental trains for Tacoma 
(population 250,000) 18 miles away, and Fort 
Lewis military base beyond that (add 10 miles). 

By contrast, the ex-GN line has Ephrata, 
population 5,000, with Moses Lake, 25,000 po; 
ulation 20 miles south; and Wenatchee, popula- 
tion 40,000 in the whole area, and that’s it. 
Everett with 38,000 does not serve a large city 
as Auburn does, and Edmonds is merely a sub- 
urban stop, serving the north end of Seattle, 
and Auburn serves the south end of Seattle. So 
it really isn’t quite “fair” to add Everett or Ed- 
monds to the list of positive points of Amtrak 
service on the ex-GN line in Washington State. 

The best plan would be to re-route via the 
ex-NP line thru Yakima, and have the Seattle 
and Portland sections split and consolidated at 
Pasco. This would immediately reduce daily 
train miles about 10% in the state, and result in 
immediate increases of business, such as tapping 


once again Pasco-Seattle/Tacoma and Ellensburg 
-Seattle/Tacoma which Amtrak now ignores. 


It would add one hour to the total Spokane 


-Seattle running time. 


How about precedents: (1) When Amtrak 


diverted from the West Valley (Orland) to the 


East Valley (Chico and Marysville) routes in 
Northern California with the COAST STAR- 
LIGHT, one hour was added to the overall 
Seattle-Los Angeles running time. (2) When 
Amtrak re-routed from the UP Wyoming line 
to the D&RGW line in Colorado with the CAL- 
IFORNIA ZEPHYR/PIONEER/DESERT WIND, 
running time from WEst Coast points to Chicago 
was increased FOUR were Is it - case of ng 
tting slower every day? No! It’s a matter 0} 
running trains where the people are. There is 
no social utility in an empty or an ignored pas- 
senger train. — 

First order of business is to get the EMPIRE 
BUILDER back on the ex-NP route in Washing- 
ton State. BN has been having some apparent | 
concerns about high helper-engine expense on 
the ex-GN line and also congestion. If re-opened 
for EMPIRE BUILDER service, the Stampede 
Pass route soon would be seeing anumber of 
daily freights, and probably do so soon in 
any respect as the recession fades and rail ton- 
nages pick up. - ; 

Glen Lee __ 
Pasco, Washington . 


At the risk of being redundant over the is- 
sue of Amtrak service to my adopted state. of 
Wyoming, I feel I must comment on Walt. 
Stringer’s report of Wyoming putting detoured 
CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR passengers into a 
state of “depression” (RTN 295). 

Since most Amtrak officials have gone out 
of their way to disparage the UP’s Denver-Salt 
Lake line almost every time the subject is 
brought up publicly, I can’t imagine that the 
on-board trains chiefs are going to take a much 
different attitude with the passengers during a 
detour. As pointed out by Jack Swanson in the 
first edition of Rail Ventures, the UP has a rich 
and varied history. (it is the original transcontin- 
ental railroad) and it is doubtful if most of the 
on-board chief know litte if any of it. Since 
the UP’s excellent group of senior conductors, 
who always tried to make the trip interesting 
thru the use of the PA, retired after trains 5 & 
6 were re-routed, I can imagine the non-inform- 
ative ride that most of the. passengers probably 
experienced, 

Since the CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR has spent 
about 25% of the time detouring thru Wyoming 
since its April 1983 switchover, maybe Amtrak 
would do well to supply its train chiefs with a 
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“Wyoming Emergency Information Kit” for 
future detours, 
Charles Tubman 
Lander, Wyoming 

Bradley Kramer’s reliance on ‘‘expertise” 
(Letters, RTN 297) is a dangerous one, especial- 
ly in light of his constant criticism of Amtrak's 
Marketing Department. As he has shown so ably 
in the past, experts can be mistaken. 

I offer another example. In 1979, Chase 
Econometrics forecast Houston as the number 
one growth center in the U.S. for the remainder 
of the century. Three years later, the forecast 
group demoted Houston to number 79; ironical- 
ly, transportation woes were cited as one major 
reason for the revision. 

An extensive (tho decaying) transport net- 
work was a prime factor, on the other hand, 
for another study placing New York City as 
number four among the top ten places to do 
business in the U.S, I can assure Mr. Kramer 
that the Big Apple is not yet located in the 
South or West. 

Nor have the denizens of the Northeast 
disappeared down the wallowing “money-losing 
black hole” of Corridor funds, as Mr. Kramer 
implies. (Indeed, New York City has added 
100,000 jobs in the past four years—can Mr. 
Kramer comprehend the resultant need for rail 
transit such a number mandates?) And we are 
not instant cretins, either, out-educated as we 
now may be by our Western brethren, And 
surely, not all of Amtrak’s ‘‘brain trust” is 
Eastern-born—a spurious and underhanded 
charge for which Mr. Kramer might apologize. 
I’ve never heard a Yankee accent from the 
mouth of W. Graham Claytor. 

Such attacks on the Northeast Corridor, and 
its rail advocates, are unfortunate, because we 
do not doubt that the South and West do in- 
deed account for over half the U.S. population. 
Consequently, we agree that more Amtrak ser- 
vice is indeed needed, especially where popula- 
tion densities and ideal distance allow. Most 
obvious to this observer is the TExas Triangle, 
sporting cities number four, seven, and ten in 
size, and ideally situated in distance for high- 
speed rail, 

But Mr. Kramer attempts to solidify an 
ant#NEC bloc by thorwing megastates Texas, 
Florida and California in with Wyoming and 
Nevada; with all due respect to the latter, their 
populations—both in terms of numbers and den- 
sity—are not the most fecund for resumption of 
service, compared to the megastates. Mr. Kra- 
mer notes New Jersey has lost a Congressional 
seat; he fails to mention that Wyoming, for all 
its 42% increase in population, has only one. 
Wyoming’s growth may be saluted, but I still 
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pass more people each day on my way to 
lunch—literally. Population density in the 
Northeast is something one must see to under- 
stand, ; 

It’s this density which prompts Amtrak to 
cherish its Northeast Corridor (a term used by 
airlines and demoglraphers, not just railfans, to 
describe the BosWash megalopolis). Since Mr. 
Kramer bases his Corridor attacks on econom- 
ics, perhaps he should appreciate the Corridor’s 
low “beta” factor. On Wall Street “beta” is.a 
measurement of a stock’s tendency to move, 
relative to the market; the market itself pro- 
vides a median beta of “1”. A sound, proven 
company, such as a General Electric, may have 
a low beta of 1/2; its stock rises more slowly, 
but it also slips less rapidly when the market 
plunges, A beta can be used, then, to give a 
quick fix of an investment’s safety; in a fluctu- 
ating market of train riders, the Northeast Cor- 
ridor is Amtrak’s “safe investment.” Yes, it 
carries ridership levels of 10 million people, 
year after year, and yes, its growth may be 
minimal; but yes, its ridership is reliable, boom 
or bust, funding or no, whether Amtrak Mark- 
eting is inept or competent. 

To get ahead, any investor, or any company, 
cannot rely on safe investments alone, of course; 
that’s why even Northeast rail advocates question 
Amtrak’s policies, But criticizing Amtrak for 
protecting and strengthening its most secure 
asset is bad economic advice; beta believe it. 

One wonders if the crime, in Mr. Kramer’s 
eyes, is simply living in the Northeast at all. 

We seem condemned for not living where author 
Naisbitt’s primary indicators— population and job 
creation—are not rising at their highest; apparent- 
ly only the up-and-coming should be served by 
rail. Our living standards also fail the test, altho 
access to trains seems not to count in measuring 
that ‘‘secondary” indicator. We are repeatedly 
told that we are unfairly blessed with “welfare’’ 
railroading, in pious tones hinting at our moral 
degradation. But if the Northeast is so wretched, 
why is Mr. Kramer so anxious to gain equal ac- 
cess to the same Federal largesse? 

If Mr. Kramer is, however, a champion of 
free enterprise, he might advocate the concept 
of expanding the economic pie, joining his fellow 
rail advocates dedicated to more train routes and 
frequencies nationwide. He is welcome to con- 
tact this author; others might also assist him in 
his quest. Of course, we are not all experts, 

But Mr. Kramer should remember that lots of 
experts—Amtrak Marketing, Chase Econometrics, 
Robert Moses, and perhaps even Mr. Naisbitt— 
can be wrong. 
Douglas John Bowen 
Hoboken, New Jersey 
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Amtrak has finally come around to experimenting with some promotional fares 
to meet airline competition and increase ridership on some weak legs in the Northeast. 

The MONTREALER, which has been severely hit by People Express in the NY- 
Burlington VT (Essex Jct) market, will get some hefty price cuts on Oct 1. The cur- 
rent $55 one-way fare will drop to $35 on Friday and Sunday and $30 Monday-Thurs- 
day and Saturday. The present 30-day roundtrip excursion is $68 but the large nor- 
thern Vermont college market, away for a semester at a time and given to impulse 
travel, cannot always take advantage of the fare, so the new lower one-way rate 
should prove popular. — 

Effective Oct 1 on the Empire Corridor’s Albany-Niagara Falls segment, the new 
roundtrip fares will be one way plus $5 or for example $57 between these two cities, - 
as compared to the current excursion fare of $78, a saving of $21. — 

Curiously, but to meet airline competition, the days for the new peak and off-peak 
one-way Boston fares are just the opposite from those on the MONTREALER. NY/ 
Newark to Boston is $25 Monday-Thursday and $19 Friday-Sunday, versus $35.50 now 
allowing stopovers. The $45 roundtrip excursion remains cheaper Monday-Thursday. 

keke 

While traveling in a New York taxi to Broadway the other night, what should ap- 
pear across one of the brand new Taxi Gram screens mounted on the middle divider 
but “Amtrak to Boston...Only $19 one way off-peak....”" The rates for this new type 
of advertising, aimed at the upscale market (glad to be included), are from $10.29 
per cab message per month down to $6.99 for a 10-month period. The message must 
have a minimum of 75 characters and run in at least 500 cabs. The promoters say 
that at least 100 riders a day per cab, a decidedly captive audience, will see the mes- 
sage in a one-year experiment. — 

With the new, much lower plan-ahead $59/$79 one-way air fares between Newark 
and Chicago ($69 on United from other area airports), it will be worthwhile watching 
to what effect these incentives will have on the BROADWAY/LAKE SHORE’s end- 
point ridership where the NY/Newark Amtrak coach fares are $127 one way and $178 
roundtrip excursion. 

kkk 

On a recent weekday trip to Philadelphia, I rode a full (corridor section) and on- 
time train 89, the 8:30am PALMETTO from New York to 30th Street, where I was 
handed the car keys by my stepmother who then boarded an on-time train 170, the 
10:22am YANKEE CLIPPER from 30th Street to Kingston RI (arriving 15mins late). 

For the return trip three days later, with a similar exchange of keys, I phoned 
Amtrak 45 minutes before the scheduled arrival to find out the status of the south- 
bound train 173, the YANKEE CLIPPER, and learned that it was reported on time. 
At 30th Street 35 minutes later, the train was posted 1 hour, 30 minutes late. Instead 
of arriving at 4:54pm, no. 173 arrived at 6:35pm, and instead of catching the 5:05pm 
back to New York, I had to wait for the 7:01pm Clocker, missing a dinner. The de- 
lay of no. 173 took place because of a recalcitrant drawbridge near South Norwalk and 
then a minor track fire, both incidents occurring sometime before I phoned for a re- 
port. The 7:01 Clocker, with high-density Heritage car seats, picked up six passengers 
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in North Philadelphia and had a half-load coming into New York, on time. At Trenton 
and New Brunswick, a number of NJT riders who had been waiting for a delayed NJT 
train, boarded. The conductor who had to collect a slight additional fare, said that this 
NJT train often let the Clocker go out ahead at Trenton so they would not have to 
pick up the passengers. 

kk : 

A writer for Amtrak Express, the magazine handed out on trains, reports that the 
publication’s editor James Frank told him not to count on his California zephyr article 
making the Jan 1985 issue, as East-West Network may drop the publication after the 
December issue. This would certainly be a blow to Amtrak’s pride, and is apparently 
due to lack of advertising. 

kkk 

Three area television stations and about 100 railfans, plus NJ Transit brass, turned 

out in Hoboken on Friday evening Aug 31 to witness the last runs of the Lackawanna 


Electrics—the 6:47pm to Montclair, the 7:20pm to Gladstone, and the 7:30pm to Dover. 


NIT laid on extra-long trains to handle the expected crowds and even warned their 
regular riders in a printed flyer about the anticipated deluge, but they found out that 
most railfans are not their customers. 

The star performer (apart from the old MUs) was RTN reader Homer Hill of 
Bernardsville NJ, who had ridden the first Passaic and Delaware (Gladstone Branch) 
electric train in 1931 and had a ticket to prove it. The TV reporters got a lively 
and intelligent interview from Mr. Hill, who then along with RTN readers Doug 
Bowen and Anthony Perl and myself climbed aboard the final Gladstone train. We 
occupied the lead car, trailer 4310 built by Pullman in 1917, complete with rattan 
seats, working fans and open windows. The train ran express from Newark (stopping 
only at Brick Church) to Summit, then local the rest of the way. Scattered and 
dwindling pockets of photographers clustered at stations and along the line in the 
growing darkness. 

About 10 mins late, we pulled into Gladstone, watched the MUs leave for the 
yards empty, and then enjoyed a meal at the nearby Brass Penny. We returned on a 
diesel push-pull at 11:40pm, and with connections to the East Side, collapsed into 
bed at 2:29am. 

kkk 

NJ Transit, who report a loss of 40% in Morristown riders since 1975, are aiming 
to get 20% of them back in a hurry with some of the following promotions scheduled 
for the fall. 

Morris and Essex Line commuters will get 50% off their October monthly tickets 
and 25% off in November. Direct mail campaigns to households on line will receive 
five free-ride coupons, and from September 16 to 30, all off-peak and weekend trips 
will be a flat one dollar, except on the 19th, when travel to the Hoboken Festival 
will be free. 

New and faster schedules will come into effect Sep 16 when there will be 35 more 
trains on weekdays, 45 on Saturdays, and 32 on Sundays, with more expresses and 
midday and evening runs. More on this and on the Sep 15 ceremony in the next RTN. 

Now if these promotions do not bring back riders and win new ones, we might 
as well give up the ghost. 

NJT printed “Welcome Aboard” flyers for Arrow III riders, that included a sec- 
tion entitled “Watch Your Step” with such warnings as “Electric trains start and stop 
very quickly” and “Electric trains approach almost noiselessly.” I guess that means 
no more straining motors, grinding brakes, ticking compressors, and crashing metal 
plates. ' kee 

SEPTA’s Paoli Line service began on Sep 4 operating from Market East Station 
thru the 1.7-mile Center City Commuter Connection tunnel to Suburban Station, 
30th STreet Station Upper Level and stations to Paoli. The planned Labor Day 
startup of a full schedule of thru service, finally joining the former Pennsy and Reading 
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Lines, has been delayed by a shortage of engineers, some of whom left for higher- 


paying Conrail jobs, until Nov 3. 


I had a chance to try the free tunnel shuttle at noon on Aug 30, along with about 
75 other lunchtime riders, and I found the new Market East facility to be most attrac- 
tive. The platforms and concourse floors are finished with red square tiles, the walls 
in colored tile patterns and the columns and trim in aluminum. Natural light enters 
the station thru windows near the high ceiling, and patrons at concourse level can 


look down onto the trains and platforms. 


The new railroad line, the PATCO Line to Lindenwold, the Market-Frankford 
subway-el and the Broad-Ridge Spur are all well-integrated into the newly expanded 
multi-level Gallery, a huge indoor shopping center that includes specialty shops, food 
stands, restaurants and three large department stores, The closest equivalent to this 
elaborate plan in North America would be the shopping area around Montreal’s VIA 
Rail Central Station and Place Bonaventure. Philadelphia’s planners should be given 
high marks. Now let’s hope that the expensive gamble pays off with increased transit 
ridership, more downtown shoppers and new Center City office construction. 

An RTN reader reported that the no. 23 Germantown Avenue trolley has been 
temporarily replaced by a bus while a section of a downtown street is being rebuilt. 

wk 

In New York, the Committee for Better Transit will have Transit Authority Presi- 
dent David Gunn speak at its annual meeting on Sep 25 at 7pm. The meeting place 
is the Community Church of New York, 40 East 35th Street, Manhattan. 

An animal lover from Virginia has offered to help Metro-North workers who are 
being bitten by fleas in the network of tunnels under Grand Central and Park Avenue. 
She has set out to catch the approximately 300 resident cats, who were brought in 
to kill the rats, with food traps, and then take the cats to a quiet country retreat 
upstate, rather than see them harmed by more brutal trapping methods. 

While dropping my token in the slot at the IRT Flushing Line’s 111th Street 
station in Queens one recent Saturday, I watched another man begin his practiced 
pass thru the turnstile without intending to pay, when a nearby plainclothes 
policeman yelled “Cop!” The disappointed “thief” uttered a four-letter expletive, 
turned back and left the elevated station in disgust. It is nice, if. maybe only this 
once, to see a farebeater stopped in his tracks. 


BOOKS 


® Frisco Diesel Power” is.a new book, by 
Louis A. Marre and John Baskin Harper, from 
interurban Press, The Frisco in postwar Amer- 
ica was a showcase for successful dieselization. 
Always a down-to-earth, prosperous railroad, 
the SLSF dieselized quickly, buying the right 
model for the right job at the right time. Only 
a small passenger fleet of E8a‘s, painted red 
and named after famous horses, enlivened an 
otherwise no-nonsense approach to motive 
power. Yet, the story of Frisco’s diesel power 
makes a fascinating account in the hands of Mr. 
Marre. Mr. Harper provided informative roster 
and data tables. The 152-p hardbound 8%x11 
volume provides 185 photos, plus a 16-p color 
section. There are maps, rosters, and a color 
dust jacket. Retail price is $28.95 (mail orders 
must add $1.50 p&h, and CA orders are sub- 
ject to sales tax). Address of the publisher is 
PO Box 6444, Glendale CA 91205, 

@ St. Louis Car Company Album”, by Andrew 
D. Young, was published this summer by inter- 
urban Press (PO Box 6444, Glendale CA 91205) 
The “quality shops " of the St. Louis Car Co. 


turned out thousands of streetcars, interurbans, 
buses and railcars over the years—and every 

time a new order was completed, the official 
photographer was there. Mr. Young, well-known 
chronicler of the Car Company’s history, selected 
the finest views dating from early days to demise, 
and put together this elegant album portraying 
St. Louis Car in all its phases. The 160-page, 11x 
8% album-format book has 264 illustrations, 14 
of them in full color, It is hardbound and has a 
color dust jacket. Any rail lover will find this 
photographic album absolutely fascinating. Along 
with the photos are informative captions. Price 
of the book at retail is $29.95. Add $1.50 for 
mail orders, and tax in California. 

™ Red Car Street: The American Avenue Long 
Beach Boulevard Calendar for 1985” has just © 
been published, compiled by Jim Washington. 

it’s dedicated to the re-opening of the Pacific 
Electric Railway line to Long Beach. This histor- 
ical calendar looks at the original route into Long 
Beach with 15 b&w photos from 1927-9. Order 
from the author at Box 564, Long Beach CA 
90801; $5 plus $1 p&h. 
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RAIL CANADA 


A TERRORIST BOMB exploded in a locker in Montreal’s Central Station on 
Sep 3, killing three people and wounding 41. Officials linked-the bombing to the 
coming Papal visit. The 10:22am explosion struck passengers standing in line to 
board a Montreal-Ottawa VIA train. About 150 people had lined up for the train. 

E&N RAILWAY STATION in Victoria may be moved back downtown, from 
where it was exiled in 1972. The federal government has promised $100,000 or 
more to help with the move, which is estimated to cost $181,000. The E&N MAL- 
AHAT RAILINER has received this summer a route brochure-schedule folder. A 
route brochure for the PANORAMA has also appeared. 

PASSENGER TRAIN SUPPORTERS are adopting a wait and see attitude regard- 
ing promised federal support for new services and equipment, after the ruling Liberal 
party was defeated in this month’s election. VIA employees are reportedly being 
told not to talk about a “new” CN route to Vancouver via Edmonton and Jasper. 

THE POPE BEGAN a 12-day visit to Canada on Sep 9 with his plane landing at 
Quebec. Some train travel was scheduled as part of his coast-to-coast Canadian trip. 
About 20% of the public viewing him on his trip were expected to be U.S. citizens. 

A VIA BOOKLET asking for passenger responses to VIA’s service is being circu- 
lated to passengers on a random basis. The 19-page booklet thoroly covers what the 
public sees and expects from the rail system. Interestingly, non-Canadians seem to 
give VIA higher marks than Canadians do. Most Americans who have traveled on Am- 
trak long-distance trains seem to prefer VIA’s service, but not the long running times, 
and the endless delays caused by freight traffic on single-track main lines. 


The British Raitway Modeliers ot North America is 
proud of its reputation of publishing accurate, carefully 
researched and detaited pictorial reviews of Canada's 
railways. It is our intention to cover railway operations 
throughout the entire country in due course. In partial 
fulfillment of this aim, we are pleased to announce the 
publication of two new works: 


CANADIAN PACIFIC IN MANITOBA 
Volume One 
by Lawrence A. Stuckey 
AND 
CANADIAN PACIFIC IN THE EAST 


Volume One 
by Omer Lavaliée 


Mr. Stuckey was an engineman with Canadian Pacific 


for many years, has provided a number of photographs 
for other series published by us and has detailed knowl- 
edge of railway operations in the prairies. Omer Lavailée 
is Canada’s best known railway author and his excellent 


review of the raitway's far flung operations east of the 
Lakehead is enhanced with many of his own photo- 
graphs. We believe this work will become a classic. 


Both volumes are available at $6.00 each inciuding post- 
age and are supplied automatically to subscribers to our 
series. 


B.RMLNA, 
5124 - 33rd Street N.W. 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
T2L 1v4 
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ONTARIO NORTHLAND RAILWAY 
quietly dropped one of its mixed train runs 
to Moosonee this summer, the new schedule 
being Tues and Thurs to Moosonee and 
Wed and Fri from Moosonee. 

VANCOUVER CN/VIA STATION will 
receive a major overhaul for Expo ’86. Ru- 
mor has it that a Vancouver-Seattle train, 
which may or may not make connections 
with Amtrak’s COAST STARLIGHT, will 
be in operation when the Expo opens. 

CANADIAN CITIES PREPARED trans- 
portation plans for the Papal visit this 
month, Toronto’s GO Transit sold snecial 
commemorative passes reading “Papal Visit 
Toronto, Canada, Saturday, September 15, 
1984” and good for travel on both GO and 
the TTC. GO was putting on extra Lake- 
shore trains the evening of Sep 14 for the 
Polish rally at Exhibition Stadium, expected 
to attract 65,000 people. Saturday would 
see the largest gathering ever staged in Tor- 
onto: up to 1 million people would attend 
a Papal Mass at Downsview Air Base. In 


_ Edmonton, preparations were made for a 


motorcade Sep 16 and a Mass on the 17th. 
MUDSLIDES CLOSED THE CP Rail 

main line a few miles east of Field BC 

Aug 27, and it reopened the next day. 


URBAN-SUBURBAN TRANSIT 


BART’S TRANSBAY TUBE reached the tenth anniversary of its opening on 
Sep 14. Two days before that, BART attorneys reached an agreement by which 
the transit company will pay most of a $795,000 settlement to 13 Oakland firemen 
and three ambulance drivers who were involved in the rescue of passengers on a 
train that caught fire in the tube on Jan 17, 1979. Rohr Industries, manufacturers . 
of the BART cars, and manufacturers who worked on the tube, must pay a small 
portion of the settlement. Last May BART reached a settlement in the case of an 
Oakland fireman who died in the disaster, BART paid his family $500,000. As a 
result of the 1979 fire, the tube was closed for three months, and BART eventually 
replaced the toxic-smoke-producing seat covers in its cars. 

NEW JERSEY GOVERNOR Thomas H. Kean joined federal, state and local offi- 
cials in inaugurating modernized and re-electrified passenger rail servi : on the New 
Morris and Essex Lines at 11am Sep 15 at Memorial Park in Maplewood. Gov. Kean 
was to ride the first. official modern Arrow II electric train in service on the M&E 
Lines. A new operating schedule takes effect on Sep 16. The inaugural ceremony 
included free Arrow III train rides, exhibits and displays, entertainment and refresh- 
ments. 

WHEN CHICAGO’S NEW O’Hare Airport extension opened on Sep 3, it. made 
O’Hare the third U.S. airport to receive rail transit facilities. The other two are 
Cleveland (Hopkins) and Washington DC (National). The trip from airport to down- 
town takes about 30 minutes. 

BART HAS GIVEN UP on its $1.5 million system that was to permit train oper- 
ators to override the automatic controls when necessary and run the trains at speeds 
up to 80mph. BART found that braking circuits in the new equipment overheated 
and sometimes caused fires during tests, reported the San Francisco Chronicle in a 
Sep 12 front-page article. The abandonment was made in June, but just came to 
light. It is a blow te BART, because the automatic controls break down about every 
400 hours and need a safety system for fast manual control. Without it, trains under 
manual control are limited to 25mph operation. , 

SAN FRANCISCO AND Pittsburg CA will be linked, under plans just revealed, 
by a catamaran service to be operated by the Blue and Gold Fleet. The operator 
has ordered the first of five vessels from a Seattle shipbuilder. A Pittsburg official 
noted that the operation would be cheaper to implement than a BART extension. 

STATE OF CONNECTICUT must pay more for the New Haven Line of Metro- 
North, according to an arbitration panel ruling announced this month. That state 
will pay 60% of the cost, and New York 40%, rather than the present 50-50. 

CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION on Aug 30 approved allocation 
of $22.6 million for ten mass transit projects in the state. The projects are: (1) new 
brake system for Muni cable cars, $108,000; (2) redesign of coupling system for 
Muni Metro subway cars , $1,373,000; (3) 2-mile extension of Muni from 30th and 
Church Street to Balboa Park BART Station; (4) rebuild overhead wires on Market 
Street for S.F. Muni, $3,100,000; (5) for Golden Gate Transit, buy right of way for 
future busway extension in Marin County, $700,000; (6) Buy and rehabilitate five 
used buses for Sunline Transit, Palm Springs, $405,000; (7) Build intermodal transfer 
facility in San Luis Obispo, $250,000; (8) Build Merced Transportation Center; $500,- 
000; (9) Build 4-mile San Diego Trolley extension to El Cajon (includes track construc- 
tion, right of way purchase, vehicle purchase and station construction), $15,800,000; 
and (10) S.F. Muni, preliminary engineering for a new turnaround for the Embarca- 
dero Station, $195,000. 

LOS ANGELES METRO RAIL officials are pressing UMTA this month for some 
further commitment on their subway project. A revised environmental impact state- 
ment that UMTA will begin examining in mid-September is one crucial document 
that represents a hurdle that must be surmounted. page 9 


Metroliner Revisited 


BY PETER BRETZ 


Let’s take a little trip to San Diego and check out the CALIFORNIA METRO- 
LINER again. — , 

We arrived at LAUPT early, even before SAN DIEGAN 578 aoe at 2:50pm. 
The station has been fixed up for the past Olympics, and some really nice work has 
been done. For example, the ceiling of the breezeway between the closed Fred Har- 
vey Restaurant and the side door of the waiting room has been painted—properly, 
with all the striping work restored. The four hanging chandelier lights are shined up 
and look like new, except that now they have mercury-vapor lamps. But work still 
needs doing, including water damage to some walls, and installation of adequate fix- 
tures in the rest rooms (Amtrak promised to have that done a couple of years ago). 

We stepped over the velvet rope to the Metroliner Lounge before 3pm, and 
served ourselves to hot coffee waiting in a full urn. Relaxing in a comfortable station 
chair, slowly sipping our coffee, we noticed three things: it was very, very hot inside; 
all the light bulbs were lit in the overhead lighting fixtures; and the pigeons were 
still messing up the vast waiting room. 


A few people filtered into the lounge. At 3:37pm, some regulars got up and head- 


ed toward the train gates. We followed,altho no announcement was made. The gates 
were open, so we strolled down the concourse and up to the three-car Metroliner Ser- 
vice Amfleet conveyance. F-40 engine 222 headed the consist, with cars 21900, 
20226 and 21906 finishing up the train. 

We selected a seat in the non-smoking car, ahead of the Amdinette. Many people 
were already aboard. The air conditioning was a welcome relief from the hot August 


(Right:) Chips and dip 


(Left:)The snack cart rolls down the aisle of a California Metroliner. 
on a tray at the passenger’s seat. Photos by the author. 


4pm back-out of the station. Altho the attendant was already beginning his car serv- 

ice, we couldn’t wait for a drink, so went back to the Amdinette, where the attendant 
gave us a 7-Up. All such was free, except alcoholic beverages. We really wanted iced 

tea, but it wasn’t available; only 7-Up, Diet 7-Up and Diet Coke. 

We stopped for three minutes at Redondo Junction, giving us an ample look at 
the derelict dome-observation-lounge cars and dome sleepers in the yards. We noticed 
that the name boards were missing—probably taken by railfans. At Hobart Yard we 
came to another stop and sat for a while. After 19 minutes, the conductor got on 
the P.A. and told us we were waiting for a westbound freight to clear. After that, 
we would go down the westbound track and around some work equipment. More 
minutes ticked by. Finally, the freight appeared, moving at about 10mph! A string 
of empty piggyback flatcars inched past. At last we got going, 36 minutes behind 
schedule. 
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sun. Our attendant presented us with a basket of chips and hot sauce even before our 


Riding the Cape Cod 


BY ALAN M. CROSSLEY 


“It’s three o’clock.” Who was that 
anyway? “It’s three o’clock.” ‘Now I 
remember; it was Dan calling from the 
hallway. We were going to grope our way 
out to his car and fight highway hypnosis 
for three hours just so we could ride a 
train 43 miles to the end of the line. And 
as we had no business there, we would be 
reboarding and riding back. For a useful 
rail transportation net of zero. For about 
$40 each in gas, tolls, food, train fare, 
and film. Such a deal... © 

Actually, I had readily agreed when Dan 
Perry, a friend from Hartford, had suggest- 
ed we spend July 4 trying out Cape Cod 
& Hyannis Railroad’s new twice-daily ser- 
vice between Buzzards Bay and South 
Braintree MA (reported by Pete Roehm 
in RTN 295). It was just that to make a 
round trip and avoid an all-day layover in 


' Buzzards Bay, we had to catch the first 


northbound out of there—at 6:40am. 
Dan, for his part, had offered to drive 
and had come down the evening before 
to my Niantic CT home to spend the 
night—or rather, half of it. 

“Okay, Dan, I‘m coming.” 

For some time the CC&H has been 
running two-pronged service out of Buz- 
zards Bay to Hyannis and Falmouth on 
the Cape (see map). Like Amtrak in the 
early days, the CC&H at first consisted 
mainly of passenger cars. Track, train 
crews, and road power (Alco switchers) 
were borrowed from the Bay Colony RR. 
Along with the South Braintree service, 
however, and some state funds to help 
finance it, have come two ex-New Haven 
GP9s, which now power all trains, and 
track from a second railroad—Conrail 
(between Middleboro and South Braintree). 

Cape Cod & Hyannis service between 
Buzzards Bay and South Braintree runs 
north and south each morning and again 
each evening (times differ somewhat on 
Saturdays, Sundays and holidays) with 
intermediate stops at Wareham, Middle- 
boro, Bridgewater, Brockton and Holbrook. 
There is a convenient connection at South 
Braintree to the Red Line of Boston’s 
rapid transit system, which serves South 


Station. (CC&H trains cannot themselves 
serve South Station because ironically the 
Red Line long ago usurped the old New 
Haven right of way into town.) 

At Buzzards Bay the CC&H maintains 
rail service to Hyannis (each day thru Oct 
28) and Falmouth (daily except Tuesday 
and Wednesday thru Oct 8), where bus 
and bus/ferry connections are available to 
other Cape Cod points as well as to Mar- 
tha’s Vineyard and Nantucket. Several 
package tours are available. All this is 
spelled out in colorful, albeit slightly con- 
fusing brochures, which include trains fares. 
(You may write the railroad at PO Box 57, 
Hyannis MA 02601, or call 617-771-1145 
for information.) © 

Prospective passengers searching out 
the Buzzards Bay station need only sight 

on the nearby Army Corps of Engineers 
lift bridge which carries the railroad over 
the Cape Cod Canal. Its twin towers can 
be seen for miles, dominating the coastal 
flatscape with almost medieval authority. 
Few other railroad structures, even larger 
ones, have such a singular presence. — 

We drove up to the former New Ha- 
ven station, a stucco and tile roof affair, 
at around 6am, just as some CC&H em- 
ployees were opening up and preparing 
for business. Parked along the platform 
was our train—GP9 1210, three prewar 
coaches, an ex-CN lunch counter car, and 
parlor-observation “Presidential,” all well- 
maintained, given in some cases life-spans 
of over 50 years, and all in dark green 
with gold trim. As the CC&H is an op- 
erating railroad and not a museum, there 
was no attempt at last-rivet authenticity— 
the locomotive wore its original New Ha- 
ven number, for example, but not its own 
former black/vermillion paint, using in- 
stead a scheme inspired by NH PA’s—yet 
the train-was an agreeable representation 
of early 50s branch line service. 

We each purchased roundtrip tickets 
to Braintree ($15) and then set about 
finding an agreeable representation of 
breakfast. And were quickly shut out. 
McDonalds was to open at 6:30, Friend- 
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ly’s at 7:00, both too late. The newsstand| 
/lunch counter across the street was open 
but not yet serving. The fellow in charge 
of the train’s snack bar offered to go a- 
board and sell us coffee and doughnuts, 
and we thanked him, but chose to wait, 
opting for a few more early-morning 
pictures. 

Tho a few other passengers strolled 
about the platform with us, our 6:40am 
departure north was to be practically a 
deadhead run. (Despite the holiday, we 
would be running on the regular Wednes- 
day schedule.) The first good load of the 
day would be southbound, the 9am return 
from South Braintree with tourists for the 
Cape. Yet with a slightly later northboun 
departure—perhaps when some of the 
speed restrictions for the now-extensive 
Bay Colony RR trackwork are lifted—it 
seems possible that the double-daily CC&H 
trains could serve Cape Cod residents mak- 
ing day trips to Boston as well as those 
from The Hub who wish to visit the Cape. 
CC&H does hope to attract commuters 
during the reconstruction of a major high- 
way into Boston, and sells 10-ride tickets 
at a discount. But it was still early—this 
was only the first week of service, and of 
course there would be few commuters 
anyway on this holiday morning. 

Dan and I swallowed our appetites— 
having found nothing of substance to 
swallow instead—and turned our thoughts 
to the trip. We had warmed to the idea 
of riding the observation car. It was 
nearly train time, and therefore too late 
to upgrade in the station; however, a 
friend of ours who was working today as 
a trainman said we could pay the extra 
fare en route, so we swung aboard and 
waited for him in the snack bar as the 
train pulled out of Buzzards Bay. 

It was the conductor, however, a 
rather cheerless individual moonlighting 
from his regular Amtrak job, who showed 
up for our tickets. Tho a little surprised, 
we promptly explained our desire to go 
first class. “Eight dollars,” he said rather 
brusquely. “Each.” This, too, was a sur- 
prise, because the woman in the station 
had quoted us three dollars one way, not 
eight. 

“She was wrong,” he snapped, indic- 
ating CC&H’s own brochure. Sure enough, 
three dollars was the parlor charge between 
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CC&H Buzzards Bay station and tower; photo 
taken from train departing for Falmouth. 
Passengers from South Braintree await connect- 
ing Hyannis train. 


En route from Buzzards Bay to South Brain- 
tree on the CC&H train, Dan Perry relaxes 
with a track chart aboard observation car 
“Presidential.” 


points on the Cape. From Buzzards Bay 
north it was eight. “It’s not worth it,” 
he added, as if to discourage us. Indeed 
it was a bit steep for a casual trip. But 
the man’s fault-finding manner was not 
winning us over, and Dan became equally 
determined. “We came to ride,” he said, 
smiling, sliding $16 onto the counter, and 
practically challenging the man to cut him 
a ticket. He complied silently, almost dis- 
dainfully, and then warned us in stern 
tones not to go out qnto the rear platform 
under any circumstances. 

The Bay Colony RR provides the 
train crew for these runs. All the CC&H 
people we met—who act as tour guides 
and who staff the snack bar—were friendly 
and courteous. (Then, too, we have heard 
privately that the Bay Colony is not alto- 
gether happy about hosting the CC&H-stu- 
dents of Amtrak’s early years will pick up 
familiar echoes here—and may not instruct 
its passenger crews to charm the clientele. 
More likely, of course, is that we’d simply 
tun across one of railroading’s occasional 
flat wheels. (n any case, we have since 
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At Buzzards Bay station, CC&H northbound ; 
train awaits the 6:40am departure (entire train 
visible in photo). 


At Buzzards Bay station, observation car “’Pre- 
sidential’’ and Army Corps of Engineers lift 
bridge over Cape Cod Canal. Photos by the 
guthior, See sso cover_photo of last eae 

learned that the gentleman no longer works 

CC&H trains.) 

The great upgrading caper behind us, 
we settled into “Presidential” (surely one 
of the few railroad cars named with an 
adjective), turning the rear two chairs to 
face the rear windows—we had the car to 
ourselves—and the receding rails. The door 
to the platform had been propped open, 
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letting in plenty of warm, fresh air and 
track noise, and the sweet, distinctive __ 
sound of the Nathan air chime on the loco- 
motive. First class passage indeed. ~ 

For many miles after we left the shore, 
much of what we saw matched the. color 
of CC&H rolling stock—green shade trees 
and brush crowding the roadbed, golden 
sunrays strafing the train in erratic bursts, 
the woods giving way here and there to 
bogs and swamps. We slipped along mod- 
estly at 40mph or so, as Dan and I anti- 
cipated curves, culverts and crossings 
with a borrowed track chart. .The rails 
swung away in gentle, one-degree bends 
and one percent grades, and sported many 
miles of new ties and ballast. Even so, it. 
was difficult to picture the double track, 
60mph right of way that had once been 
the New Haven’s Old Colony main line. 

Eventually, mutinous stomachs began 
rumbling out last calls for breakfast, 
prompting Dan to run up to the snack bar 
before the situation turned ugly. He re- 
turned empty-handed. What, shut out 
again? No, he said, parlor car passengers 
were entitled to have their orders deliv- 
ered, and indeed, a waitress soon stopped 
by with juice and warm blueberry muffins. 
Not bad for 75 cents each, and, well, if it 
didn’t quell the rebellion, it would at least 
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CONDENSED 
sacred SCHEDULES 
Sat, Sun, Mon-Fri 
Hic a ex ei Bey Mi 
9:00p 6:00p 9002 o So. Braintree 
10:20p 7:20p 10:202 43 Buzzards Bay 


At Middleboro we joined Conrail’s 
line from Attleboro (on the Shore Line) 
and Taunton RI up to South Braintree. 
Direct service from New York to the Cape 
used this route into the sixties, as did any 
Boston passengers determined enough to 
take the train the whole circuitous way, 
for by then their direct route had been 
severed. (And if this weren’t sufficient 
discouragement, they had to change trains 
at Attleboro.) From here on, the line was 
CTC, and we found red-eye searchlights 
staring at us thru the obs windows with 
fair regularity. 

Most station buildings, where they 
existed at all, were not open, and many 
stops consisted simply of cracked and 
broken platforms. Nonetheless, a few pas- 
sengers found their way to trackside and 
joined us for this early run. 

We kept pace with the easy schedule 
and arrived at South Braintree only a min- 
ute late, pulling up at the rapid transit sta- 
tion-parking garage complex that was 
CC&H’s northern terminal. Dan and I ga- 
thered our things and stepped down to the 
new wooden decking which had been con- 
structed over one of the concrete walkways 
in the complex. Connections between the 
Red Line trains and the CC&H are conven- 
ient and fairly obvious, tho stairs are in- 
volved; there is also a direct walkway from 
the garage. The wooden platform itself is 
uncovered, but shelter is available in the 
garage and the MBTA station. 

A crowd of several dozen—we never 
did make a passenger count—boarded for 
the southbound run as the locomotive was 
run around the train and coupled to the 
platform end of the obs. We improvised 
our own observation post at the rear door 
of what had been the first coach and sur- 
veyed the line once more. 

Our train would be continuing on 
past Buzzards Bay to Falmouth while a 
second train, having come west from 
Hyannis, would meet us at Buzzards Bay 
and return east. Several CC&H people in 
red jerseys worked the coaches after the 
fares were taken, stopping at each seat to 
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READ UP 
Mon-Fri Sat, Sun, Mon-Fri Sat, Sun, 
ex Hol Hol ex Hol Hol 
8:00a 8:39a 5:40p 8:40p 
6:40a 7:10a 4:20p° 7:20p 


| chat and answer questions about the con- 


necting train and bus services. Stops 
were announced in each car over battery- 
operated PA systems—the bullhorn-type 
speakers in our coach rested in the bag- 
gage rack. ~ 

CC&H’s zone fare system allowed us 
one quick change in our own so-called 
connection. Intending at first to return 
only to Buzzards Bay, we were ticketed 
back to Zone 3, which also included all 
Cape Cod stops, and Dan, who had al- 
ready ridden the line, offered to get off 
in Buzzards Bay and chase while I re- 
mained aboard and picked up new mileage 
to Falmouth. I quickly agreed. 

The Hyannis train, a similar GP9-par- 
lor-coaches consist, had arrived at Buz- 
zards Bay, dropped its passengers, run its 
engine around the cars, and gone in the 
hole north of the station by the time we 
rolled in to unload (this is necessary be- 
cause only one track remains along the 
platforms). When we left for Falmouth, 
it would return to pick up our connecting 
passengers, then continue across the Canal 
and east to Hyannis. Shuttle service woul 
continue on each branch line south of 
Buzzards Bay until the evening departure 
for South Braintree. 

Only a handful were left in my coach | 
as we waited for the Canal bridge to lowe: 
and the interlocking to clear. The 13 
miles to Falmouth were well-choked with 
weeds and 20mph speed restrictions, and 
our gentle passage in the gathering heat 
lulled most of these remaining fares to 
sleep. Those who weren’t, enjoyed num- 
erous views of beaches, bogs, and coves 
thru the breaks in the lineside brush. Dan 
met me at the Falmouth station, a boxy 
structure which CC&H keeps open and 
staffed. The tour buses accepted a few 
passengers and the Geep was again run 
around the train, a rustle of activity 
which soon passed. We bought some 
sandwiches and then chased the nearly 
empty train back to Buzzards Bay, taking 
final shots as it crossed the Canal bridge. 

It is not easy to say whether CC&H | 
can haul enough tourists to share signifi- 

} 


cantly in the Cape Cod market, let along 
justify the state’s investment. Nor whe- 
ther it can attract commuters to ancient 
if well-kept equipment that only to the 
end of a rapid transit line (it is interesting 
—but probably superficial—to note that 
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| this is what Erie-Lackawanna did for many 


years in New Jersey). We wish them well, 
but would caution the curious that this 
seasonal experiment, which runs thru Oct 
28, may not be back next year. 
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The Budd Company's German maglev train. 
Will high-speed train lines eventually supplant existing passenger rail routes, or 


perhaps complement them—or will high-speed technologies prove impractical and 
uneconomic? How long would it take for over-200 mpi trains to become practical? 


(Estimates vary from 5 to 20 years.) 


Questions such as these are being raised more frequently, since planning for high- 
speed rail lines in the U.S. is greatly on the upswing. A major article ia High Technol- 
ogy magazine (Sep issue)surveys the various technologies now being used or studied. 
The article points out that about 12 states are now interested in high-speed lines. The 
most advanced project in this country is the San Diego bullet train, but according to 
the magzine, Florida or Texas routes might be the first to operate (who operates first 
is important because only one high-speed line in the country could be supported by 
private investors at first, according to Florida high-speed rail official Carl Huff). 

As for technologies advanced beyond the TGV or Bullet Train stage, two forms 
of maglev (magnetic levitation) trains are beiig developed in Japan and Germany. 

Tne Budd Company in the U.S., which is owned by a German firm, holds exclusive 
marketing rights to the German maglev technology. ~ 

Says Budd, “Two studies by The Budd Company Technical Center, Ft. Washing- 
ton PA, determined MagLev’s feasibility for the 230-mile express system linking Las 
Vegas with the Los Angeles area as well as for the 79-mile commuter route between 
Milwaukee and Chicago. MagLev is oil-independent and environmentally clean. The 
propulsion system has no moving parts to cause vibration. Unlike aircraft, MagLev 
is fully operational in any weather. MagLev trains have many inherent advantages in 
passenger safety. The vehicle’s suspension surrounds the guideway, virtually elimin- 
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ating the possibility of derailment. A slower speed version of the MagLev system 
has already transported more than 70,000 passengers in 1979 at an international 
transportation exhibit in Hamburg, West Germany. F 

The Budd Company offers a 12-page free brochure entitled “Budd Presents Mag- 
Lev,” which can be obtained by writing Budd Public Affairs Dept, 3155 W. Big Bea- 
ver Road, Troy MI 48084. 3 
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AMTRAK FARE PROMOTIONS which start Oct 1, and will be sold thru next 
May 31 and honored thru Jun 20, include the MONTREALER and Empire Service 
routes (see East Coast Report, page 5, for details). The CARDINAL and PALM- 
ETTO will get a roundtrip excursion fare of the cost of a one-way plus $10, if 
the one-way fare is normally $50 or greater. A similar plan will be offered on the 
SILVER METEOR and SILVER STAR for travel between Richmond/Jessup and 
Jacksonville and south. From points between San Diego and Barstow for travel to 
Las Vegas/Flagstaff/Albuquerque/Lamy, a roundtrip excursion fare of one dollar 
over one-way fare will be in effect. These fares will be honored in coaches, and in 
sleepers plus room charge payment. Sleeper room charges on the RIVER CITIES 
were lowered 25-65% on Sep 6..... 

kkk 

FIRST ATLANTIC HURRICANE of the season, named Diana, hit the North 
Carolina coast early on Sep 13, after several days of threatening to move ashore. 

Two deaths were indirectly attributed to the storm, and it caused $25 million in 
damages, but it was less fierce than feared. One AUTO TRAIN was detoured via 
Raleigh during the storm, and two SILVER METEORS also detoured, but all 
PALMETTO runs made it thru without incident..... 

“GOLDEN EAGLE SPECIAL”: on Sep 7 and 9 Amtrak operated two sections of 
the CRESCENT between New Orleans and Atlanta to accommodate football fans 
traveling to Athens GA for the University of Southern Mississippi Golden Eagles 
(Hattiesburg) versus the University of Georgia football game. Travel agents in New 
Orleans and Hattiesburg, while booking their group travel for the CRESCENT, found 
the train could accommodate only 175 over the regular passenger reservations. So 
one travel agent called Amtrak President Graham Claytor and asked for another 
train. His request was granted for the “Golden Eagle Special” which carried about 
200 passengers. Buses transported the fans from Atlanta to Athens, an additional 
60 miles. The Special operated 30 minutes ahead of regular no. 20 as Advance No. 
20 on Sep 7, northbound. However, since Norfolk Southern doesn’t operate “advance 
sections” of trains, the Special was actually a second section of freight train 194, and 
the crew was paid freight wages. For the southbound trip on Sep 9, NS persuaded 
Amtrak to operate the Special as Second No. 19, 15 minutes behind regular No. 19. 
The consist of train 19 at New Orleans Sep 9 was engines 327 and 318; cars 1179 
(on at Washington), 1103 (off-at Edgewood MD because of hot box), 1620, 4608, 
4645, 4732, 4632, 4627, 4012, 28017, 8702 (buffet car), 8514, 2054, 2903, 2475 
“Miami”, and private cars “Laurel STream” and “Lebanon Valley.” The Special, 
second section of train 19, had this consist: engine 262; cars 25092, 25059, 25007, 
20013, 28006, 25067, 25055, and 25066..... 

AMTRAK TEST TRAINS will run between Mobile and Birmingham Oct 8 and 9, 
and New Orleans-Marshall TX on Oct 11 and 12..... 
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OCTOBER AMTRAK CHANGES: The following changes, effective with the Oct 
28 timetable change, have not been verified, but come from reliable Amtrak sour- 
ces: The EAGLE is expected to begin permanent daily operation Oct 28. Thru Chi- 
cago to Florida cars will begin operation on the CAPITOL LIMITED and SILVER 
STAR. The SOUTHWEST LIMITED will be renamed the SOUTHWEST CHIEF, 
with the blessing of the Santa Fe. A New York-Washington sleeping car is expect- 
ed to begin operation, operating most likely on the NIGHT OWL. The sleeper 
would be prcpared for 9:30pm occupancy at either Washington or New York, and 
tho the irip is relatively short, the car would remain in the destination station until 
morning—a way to save a hotel bill when traveling. The CALIFORNIA METRO- 
LINER will add a stop at Oceanside..... 

kak 

MISSING COMPUTER CONNECTIONS discussed in the article by Andy Selden, 
and in the CARDINAL article in RTN 296 have been examined by Amtrak, The 
CARDINAL failure to show a connection to train 87/97 is now repaired, and the 
connection does show in the Arrow computer, In Mr. Selden’s example of a Detroit 
to L.A. trip, the bug was repaired about a month ago, apparently just after the 
article was written. The bug in the Detroit-Seattle connection example, not showing 
the EMPIRE BUILDER, was stil in the computer as of Sep 10, but Amtrak said it 
was being changed. Amtrak said that even with the bug, one could get the computer 
to show the EMPIRE BUILDER by asking the computer for arrival times. A normal 
operator might not be informed of that procedure, but Amtrak RSO agents were in- 
formed, we were told. The computer’s bias toward eatly arrival times was being re- 
programmed, Amtrak said...... kkk 

AMTRAK EQUIPMENT NOTES: All P30 locomotives, except one that is being 
cannibalized, have reportedly been pulled out of storage, to be readied for use. A 
number of stored SDP-40 locomotives are being traded to the Santa Fe for engines 
to be used as switchers in the NE Corridor. Some of the SDP’s will be traded to 
EMD. The Hi-level Santa Fe diner-lounge conversions will not be ready until next 


PACIFIC INTERNATIONAL REVIVAL is wanted not only by VIA but also by 
Amtrak’s marketing office in the Northwest. Amtrak wants it to be a 403-b opera- 
tion, however, and must wait for a state application for the service..... 

NARP STRONGLY FAVORS retention of Amtrak passenger facilities at the UP 
station in Salt Lake City, the consumer organization said in a Sep 7 release.. NARP’s 
stand, taken at the request of Association members from Utah and many other 
states, is. consistent with past Association efforts to ensure the optimal location of 
station facilities in other major cities, including Schenectady and St. Louis, NARP 
said. “According to NARP President John R. Martin, the UP station provides ‘max- 
imum passenger convenience and marketing visibility for Amtrak. The station is 
close to the heart of downtown and right across the street from the $400 million 
Triad Center development, the biggest single building project ever undertaken in 
Salt Lake City.’ ”. .Martin said that a track connection at 400 West and 900 South 
would eliminate backup moves for the PIONEER, saving just as much time as with 
a move to the D&RGW station... 

VIA RAIL CANADA fares increased an average of 3%4% on Sep 6..... 

HEARINGS ON DISCIPLINARY processes at Amtrak are being held by the 
House Government Operations Subcommittee on Government Activities and Trans- 
portation. NARP said that at the Sep 13 hearing Amtrak VP Frank Abate was 
charged with having demanded the dismissal of a Passenger Services field employee 
for refusing to “tone down” a report criticizing the condition of an Amtrak train. 
The hearings began after a protest rally of 125 Amtrak workers in Chicago July 26, 
and the filing of 250-300 complaints about unjust discipline from workers in that 
city. Hearings that were to be held in Chicago in late July were moved to Washing- 
ton this month after evidence was said to be found that Amtrak headquarters offic- 
ials were involved in the alleged rigging of company disciplinary procedures... 


AMTRAK’S KANSAS ee ene 
cks construction is to begin in October, wit 
Carl Lou TIME? completion set for nee April, reports 
oe ABLES | MOKSRail. Trizec, the devloper of the 
Employee Timetables. Public Timetabies. Kansas City Union Station, will be con- 
Brochures, Guides. Postcards. Tickets. a structing the new Amtrak facility. The 
full line of transportation paper items. New developer insisted on building its new 
catalogue issued monthly. Send Stamped Self office structure at ground level rather 
Addressed Envelope for latest list and specials than over the e xisting tra cks, thus mak- 
yiand ‘Sinuidem ing the historic station unuseable as a 
cat me pieces ‘al passenger depot. MOKSRail has 
been working for further improvements in the design of the new facility, and hopes 
that acne resulting fain its use will permit the introduction of thru Amtrak 
service St. Louis-West Coast via the ANN RUTLEDGE and SOUTHWEST LIMITED.. 
OCTOBER SCHEDULE CHANGES: The SOUTHWEST LTD will operate 20 
mins later eastbound. Arkadelphia AR will become a stop for the EAGLE; that — 
train will depart Chicago at 6:10pm instead of 5:20., and northbd will leave 5Omins 
later than at present. Train 301 will be replaced by a 3:30pm Chicago departure... 
AMTRAK may buy 15 F-50-PH, four-axle 3500hp locomotives... 
News in this issue is updated thru September 15, 1984. 


See a ea ee ean, 
West Coast Report 


THE SAN JOAQUIN’S new bus connection with stops added at Glendale, Long 
Beach, Torrance, L.A. Airport and West L.A. had its inaugural run Sep 4, with cer- 
emonies attended by state and Amtrak officials. Speakers included Dana Reed , 
state undersecretary for Business, Transportation and Housing Agency, Long Beach 
Councilwoman Jan Hall, Art Lloyd of Amtrak Corporate Communications, and mas- 
ter of ceremonies Allan Hendricks of Caltrans. Art Lloyd mentioned that he first 
came to Long Beach riding the Pacific Electric (ceremonies were in Long Beach). 
The ceremonies were held at one of the entrances to the huge, covered Long Beach 
Plaza Mall, but only a handful of people watched. At the close of ceremonies, 
three names were drawn for prizes consisting of a free weekend in San Francisco. 
Two passengers boarded the bus, and precisely at 12:30pm bus driver Bill Wilson 
announced “All aboard Amtrak” and drove off on his route. (Report from P. Bretz.) 

AN UNUSUAL FOLDER was issued by Caltrans for the SAN JOAQUIN route, 
effective Sep 4, and showing the new bus stops. The white, black and orange folder 
is different in the way it folds up, and in its artistic graphics which are quite in- | 
formative in showing routes and schedules and locations of stations. | 


AMTRAK SCHEDULE CHANGES folder effective Aug 5-Oct 27 has finally come 
our way, and we note that it includes corrections to bus times on the SAN JOA- 
QUINS. However, it does not include the new bus connections effective Sep 4. 
Other schedules shown are for the INTERNATIONAL, the PERE MARQUETTE, 
and the Chicago-Milwaukee service. 

RAILROAD PASSENGER ASSOCIATION of California (RailPAC) has asked 
California’s Metropolitan Transportation Commission to establish a Committee on 
Railroad Matters that would maintain contacts with county transportation commiss- 
ions and regional planning agencies. It should identify project costs and work to 
secure funding. Major current issues are: (1) Implement Bay Area-Monterey service; 
(2) Create access to the rail passenger system that will make it a reasonable alternative | 
to driving for the majority of Bay Area residents; (3) investigate relocation of the 
Amtrak maintenance base from Oakland to San Jose; (4) Evaluate track improvements 
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needed to shorten running times San Jose-Oakland-Sacramento; and (5) Evaluate pro- 
posals for more Reno-Sacramento-L.A. service. Annual membership in the consumer 
group RailPAC is $25 ($15 introductory). The address is PO Box 81616, San Diego 
CA 92138. RailPAC publishes a Quarterly Review and will hold a conference in 
Santa Ana Feb 22-24, 1985. 

THE CALIFORNIA METROLINER will reportedly introduce a stop in Ocean- 
side effective Oct 28. First agreements have been signed in the move to relocate 
the Oceanside switching yard. 


EAST COAST AMPLIFICATIONS AND CORRECTIONS: In RTN 298, an 
article in USA Today compared costs of traveling from the airport to downtown in 
several of the nation’s biggest cities. While it is correct in reporting that New 
York’s JFK Express, a special subway/bus service, does cost $6, there are less ex- 
pensive transit routes available. The Q10 bus serving all the terminals at JFK con- 
nects with IND A Train, BMT J and IND E and F, all of which run into Manhattan 
touching every corner of the borough directly except the Upper East Side. The 
cost is two transit fares or $1.80, making New York the second most expensive 
city after Chicago, and not the first. La Guardia is also served by a bus/subway 
combination with the Q33 connecting with the IRT no. 7 Flushing Line that runs 
into Grand Central and Times Square. —Ted Scull. 

None of the M3 cars will arrive on the LIRR until at least January. The prob- 
lem is third-rail shoe contact on curves on the over-sliding third-rail LIRR, making 
the cars over two years late. ~ 

LIRR’s Aug 6 schedule change provides more seats for standees on the Port 
Washington and Port Jefferson branches at the expense of combining zone trains into 
locals on the Hempstead and Far Rockaway branches. 

MNCR-M3a cars do not have third-rail contact problems, as third-rail here is 
undersliding, but cannot get out their own way because they are too heavy and con- 
sume too much power. When used on the Hudson line, they are restricted to Har- 
mon expresses, sitice they cannot maintain local schedules. Furthermore, 713 
undercarriages have cracked, but that hasn’t disrupted service. —Joe M. Versaggi 


METROLINER REVISITED (continued from page 10) 


Service inside the train was fine. The rolling cart arrived by us after we had fin- 
ished our 7-Up, so we ordered another. When tickets were taken, we noticed that 
the conductor would occasionally say: “That’s five dollars more, please,” as a few 
people were apparently trying to ride with regular-fare tickets. 

Now we moved along very well, passing Fullerton at 5:05pm and stopping at 
Anaheim at 5:15pm. A number of passengers boarded, and others were turned away 
as trainmen said “This is the Metroliner—extra fare Metroliner” (we were only 14 
minutes ahead of regular no. 582). 

By now, the attendants had served us our “hot snack.” It turned out to be 
shrimp rolls (ravioli-sized fried pillows) and mozzarella cheese fritters. Very tasty. 

We whizzed along, but yanked into the siding at Galivan (four miles above San 
Juan Capistrano) to let no. 585 go by. (The dispatcher could have stabbed no. 585 
at Serra and have him wait for us; after all, we were first class and late. But, noooo.)} 

Walking back into the Amdinette later, we saw on a table three plates piled high 
with more fritters, cheddar cheese cubes and more chips. We helped ourselves, also 
getting a free orange juice in the process. 

The conductor told us the passenger count was 75 today, a Friday. Normal load- 
ing, he told us, is about 60. That’s up from previous reports, we thought. Today’s 
lateness was unusual, he allowed. We asked him what he thought of the possibility 
of putting a single first-class car on selected regular trains and dumping the separate 
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Metroliner. He said he could see no way of keeping coach passengers out. 

We pulled into Del Mar, where half the passengers, it seemed, jumped out. It was 
already past 6:30 at this point. We finally staggered into San Diego at 7:10, a full 
40 minutes late, the extra four minutes lost at siding. 

The Metroliner service was excellent, food was fairly good, and the train was 
clean and comfortable. We especially noted the rest rooms sparkled, something usual- 
ly not the case on regular SAN DIEGAN trains. Our lateness was okay with us, as 
we had less time to wait for no. 587, our train back north. There was just enough 
time to gaze longingly at the San Diego Trolley parked at the bumper posts across 
the street, check out the station and wait outside for loading to begin. It didn’t 
begin until no. 582 pulled in first. Then, our seven-car, last train north for the day 
loaded up and left by 7:45pm. ~ 

The trip north was uneventful. We were able to buy a gin and tonic before 
departure, and the train seemed fairly full. We arrived back at LAUPT at 10:23pm, 
seven minutes early. 

The CALIFORNIA METROLINER will continue to run past October, but with 
a schedule change: The L.A. departure will be moved from 4pm to 5:15pm. This 
will increase potential ridership and is a good move for Amtrak. 


a ET 
CARS & CONSISTS 


*CITY OF NEW ORLEANS, train 58, Memphis Sep 2: engines 256, 356; cars 
1214, 4003, 4733, 4703, 28023, dome 9403, 25095, 25089, 8523, 2052, 2466 
“Silver Plain”, dome 9411, 2920 “Pacific Mist.” 

*SILVER METEOR, train 88, Sanforl FL Aug 17: engines 389, 380; cars 1139, 
1454, 25015, 25067, 25036, 28011, 8527, 2436 “Pacific Crest”, 2093 “Loch Ka- 
trine”, 2475 “Miami”, 3114, 25082, 25028, 25024. 

*SILVER STAR, train 81, Jacksonville Aug 20: engines 389, 380; cars 1226, 
1615, 25065, 25010, 25081, 28013, 8520, 2437 “Pacific Ocean”, 2460 “Pine Island”, 
3126, 25031, 25030, 25038, 2993 “Pine Gorge”. 

*CAPITOL LIMITED, train 441, McKeesport PA Aug 22: engine 274; cars 1169, 
1185, 25070, 25051, dome 9406, 28020, 2913 “Pacific Gardens”, 2435 “‘Pacific 
Meadow.” (First Amtrak train over Chessie after trains annulled due to flooding of 
Chessie main line on Aug 14.) 

*PENNSYLVANIAN, train 46, Pittsburgh Aug 22: engine 375; cars 21089, 
21846, 20007. 

*CRESCENT, train 20, New Orleans Jul 30: engines 258, 255; cars 1169, 1621, 
4615, 4637, 4012, 4631, 4646, 4611, 28024, 8702, 8515, 2055, 2433 “Pacific 
Heights”, 2232, 3114, 4000, 4716, 4703, SR 5 business car (off at Atlanta). 


a 
QUOTES OF THE WEEK*** 


‘If the United States wants to lengthen the life and driveability of its interstates 
—and local arteries like the Southeast Expressway—the most effective way would be 


to rebuild the nation’s railroads.” 
—Columnist lan Menzies in Boston Globe, 
Aug 30. 


SLIP OF THE MONTH CLUB*** 


“To best view the beautiful scenery of Vancouver Island, sit on one side of the 
train going north and the other side returning south.” 
' —From VIA Rail Canada's new MALAHAT 
RAILINER route brochure. 
(And see the same scenery in reverse?) 
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DON’T LET THIS HAPPEN TO YOU-— 


Your copies of RTN returned to us by the Postal Service marked “Forwarding 
Order Expired—Unable to Forward.” If your copies bear a yellow Postal Service 
sticker with your forwarding address, you will be soon in trouble if we haven't - 
received your change of address instructions. If you have moved, or are moving 
soon, send RTN your change of address now. Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709. 


RAIL FANTRIPS 


Oct 6-8: Grand Canyon Holiday. Private full-dome lounge “Donner Pass”:on STARLIGHT Bay 
Area-L.A., SOUTHWEST LIMITED to Flagstaff & Grand Canyon. All meals incl. Return same 
way. Great Western Tours, 639 Market, San Francisco CA 94105. (415). 398-2994. — 
Oct 6-8: San Diego by private dome-lounge car. Dome “Donner Pass” on STARLIGHT Bay Area 
to San Diego, return same way. Optional San Juan Capistrano dinner. $244 and up. Great 
Western Tours, 639 Market St, San Francisco CA 94105. (415) 398-2994; 800-482-7100 in Cal. 
Oct 26-Nov 3: Old West, World’s Fair Rail Ramble. Michigan to Louisiana World’s Fair, New Or- 
leans, San Antonio. 1st class hotel 6 nights. $895 each double oce. America By Rail, 16168 

nter ansing MI 48823. _ (517) 339-8854. 
Nov 18: Special steam mixed train over New Hope & Ivyland RR from New Hope to Ivyland 
PA. Vintage equipment, photo runbys, Lv 11:30am, back 5pm. Limited capacity. $15 adult, $9 
child. Delaware Valley Chap, NRHS, PO Box 1179, Morrisville PA 19067-0313. — 
Feb 15-Feb 20, 1985: Winter Wonderland. $. Cal to Trinidad CO on SW LTD, bus to Denver, 
CAL ZEPHYR to Oakland, COAST STARLIGHT to S. Cal. 3 overnites in hotels. $480 and up. 
Pacific oci PO Box 2858, Riverside CA 92516-2858, (714) 684-7458 afternoons. 


Send large SASE when responding to listings. One Rail Fantrips listing is free. Send full 


info to: RAIL TRAVEL NEWS, Fantrips Dept, PO Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709. 


EXPRESS ADS 


AMTRAK-—VIA RAIL CANADA—EURAILPASS— OCEAN LINER CRUISES—RAIL TOUR: 
@ RAIL EXCURSIONS—CHARTER RAIL CARS. Arrangements by phone or appointment—use 
your credit card—tickets mailed promptly. A fully appointed travel agency with masters of 
ship and rail travel: GREAT WESTERN TOURS, Sheraton Palace Hotel, Suite 900, 
639 Market Street, San Francisco CA 94105. (415) 398-2994. 
DINING CAR CHINA, glasses, silver, cloth. Timetables, guides, stationery, rules, metal 
& Pullman items, annual reports, Many railroads. Long 37¢ stamped envelope brings list. 
J. McClellan, 1752 S, Wichita, Wichita, KS 67213. Will b ite 


GISELLE’S TRAVEL CORP at 1215 4th St. Sacramento CA 95814, Phone: (916) 446-1211 
offers rail tickets on AMTRAK—VIA (CANADA)—EURAILPASS along with tours and 
accommodations in cities to which you are traveling. Let Giselle’s help you take your 

next memorable rail trip. 


ONE OF THE WORLD'S last great train rides—the Kyle of Lochaish. England and Scotland 
by rail. Sightseeing. Historic Hotels, Al meals (except London).Contact Herb Rowan, Giselle’s 
Travel, Inc., 5667 Freeport Blvd., Sacramento CA 95822: phone: (916) 421-6616. 


RAILROAD CLOTH EMBLEMS. Over 400 different designs. Send $2.00 for three samples 
and list. Joseph Lajoie, P.O. Box 3R, Methuen, Mass. 01844. 


Milwaukee, Missouri Pacific, Northern Pacific, Rock Island, Southern Pacific, Union Pacific 


and Western Pacific uniform button blazer sets. Two large, six small, $4.95 or any four, 
$16.95. Joseph Lajoie, Box 3N, Methuen, Mass. 01844, 


ITALIAN TRAINS AND TROLLEYS: Original Kodachrome slides. Send $1.20 for sample 
and information. David Warner, COMSUBGRU 8, Box 16, FPO NY 09521. 

When will NARP respond to the queries concerning Amtrak that have appeared in this 
space since issue No. 277 (Oct. ‘83)? Paid for by Alfred Ehm, San Antonio, Texas, 


“Issues in American Rail Travel,’ RTN’s little book on important problems with America’s 
rail passenger revival, is almost ready for publication. Price will be $4.50, which includes 
relevant tax & post. Full details given later in RTN. PO Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709. 
RTN ADVERTISING RATES: Express Ads cost just $1 per line of 80 spaces (capital 
letters require more than one space, so. please allow extra room}. No anonymous ads, 
please, Display ads are only $1.25 per square inch. Send your order today to: 

RAIL TRAVEL NEWS, Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709, 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 
AMTRAK RIDERSHIP FIGURES amraaxro HEARST | 2d 
JULY 1984 DATA a STLE 
(First column is number of riders; second is % change from 1983) CA STLE | fe Postal Service will 
Take Amtrak's COAST STARLIGHT to San Luis cs fa pep os 


NORTHEAST CORRIDOR 


Obispo, where our tour begins. which includes 
one nights accommodations at San Simeon, one 
Hearst Castle tour. complete sightseeing (our bus 
meets you at the Amtrak station). plus bonus 


of the year, according to 
latest reports. 


This will necessitate 


METROLINERS 86,666 19.1 coupons for breakfast. souvenir booklet and local 
= 2 an in - 
Oe ee eee Seana Aa acon sacs 
AEH Gane Seni apeeenitn 188, 746 6.0 FROM "PER See Your Travel You may still subscribe 
PHILADELPHIA-HARRISBURG 58,813 tes ONLY PERSON Agent or Write at the current rates for 
TOTAL NE CORRIDOR 866,935 5.4 DOUBLE For Brochure aml ee fee 
SHORT DISTANCE plus Amtrak coach a ont ee pete yes aes 
apie tlnhah inten a Seer ae Amtrak ridership in period of time. 
NEW YORK-ALBANY-NIAGARA FALLS 71,220 -0.6 [J July showed only a small KEY TOURS INTERNATIONAL se? 
Eatin mel epee ras oo BES 77,8 If 2.1% increase over July, 1510 PARKSIDE DRIVE. SUITE 100 aepertae ue a 
ey gon othe 4 n Teverse 
CHICAGO-DETROIT-TOLEDO 34,637, —B.2 Lek ah Piet oa WALNUT CREEK, CA. 94596 (415) 945-8687 oF this Gis pace. 
CHICAGO-CARBONDALE big (ee 1208 ee bo Se 
CHICAGO-QUINCY 6.704 3.2 jf to media concern over 
LOS ANGELES-SAN DIEGO 116,110 -1.3 J several Amtrak accidents 
SEATTLE-PORTLAND 6,458 23.8 § that occurred that month. 
WASHINGTON-MART INSBURG 12, 987 1.8 ff Ridership was reported For the trip to sult your personality, call: 
NEW YORK-MONTREAL “aisaa -11.2 [ “soft” following the Me eanan | (415) 326-7330 
,53 : ; ah S 
CHICAGO-PT. HURON- (TORONTO) 11,521 -7.4 §y media blasts. Northeast Ted Blshok 
MINNEAPOL IS-DULUTH 9,864 -16.8 ntsteep Soper tias = ALL DESTINATIONS 
CHICAGO-VALPARAISO 17,403 15.93 § tinued strong, but long 
CHICAGO- INDIANAPOLIS 6,875 14.9 | distance and short dis- ACCENT ON TRANEL ee 
PITTSBURGH-PHILADELPHIA-NYC 10,266 32.0 § tance routes were down ; FALLEN FLAG | ROADS «GN 
elise once Iai: a 1% and 0.6% respectively. CRUISES itt every 9, 0 months which includes ATSF- ACL, B&O. 
= “ a \ . GA, CNd, C&O. CB&Q.C&EI. CGW. 
NOBILE-NEW ORLEANS 10,055 0.0 | Seach an June nme aes Ee cr 
TOTAL SHORT DISTANCE nil became 160k] jinn ode parabens CANADIAN RAIL MONON. Nii. NYC. NP. PRR. PC. RDG, SLSF. SAL. SOO. 
showed an impressive SP, SP&S, UP. WABASH, WM, WP. etc. Diesels, plus a few 
LONG DISTANCE 82.7% i ae oie still FURAILPASS ching PA FA. Shar EFC Liner Enel TH vais i 
Say Te Pee going strong in July LSSAE 
WASH INGTON-MONTREAL 10,945 -18.3 ff with a 23.8% rise over R. R. WALLIN 
NEW YORK-FLORIDA 67,594 -9.4 uly 1983 Pittsburgh- Springfield, IL 62705 
CHICAGO-NEW YORK/WASHINGTON 33, 086 4.7 Phil delpbia-NY 
CHICAGO-CIN-WAS-NEW YORK 9,991 -7.5 adelphia-N Y was up ALASKA 
CHICAGO-SEATTLE/ PORTLAND 54,078 0.8 § 4 hefty 32% after a MEXICO 
CHICAGO-OAKLAND/L.A./SEATTLE 73,717 5.8 § 33.6% rise in June. 
CHICAGO-LOS ANGELES 29,691 -14.9 f (See RTN 296 for June : ————— clus MED 
CHICAGO-NEW ORLEANS 26,892 15.3 9 fioures.) 1030 Curtis St, Menlo Park, Ca 94025 
CHICAGO-TEXAS 13,858 -3.3 ic hous Seewreai 
NEW ORLEANS-LOS ANGELES 10,374 -8.3 uy [PAE 
LOS ANGELES-SEATTLE 60,515 4.6 § the first month since its 
CHICAGO-NEW YORK/BOSTON 40,386 -7.3 § inception that the AUTO 
BOSTON-NEWPRORT NEWS 8,790 -2=.8 | TRAIN showed a dip in BACK ISSUES LET US PLAN YOUR NEXT 
NEW YORK-SAVANNAH 16,209 -24.1 atronage (the 0.0% in Many back issues of Rail Travel News are RAIL ADVENTURE. AMTRAK, 
NEW YORK-NEW ORLEANS 33, 262 6.1 ia eae thence alt available. Recent year volumes can be VIA RAIL AND EURAIL. i 
KANSAS CITY-CENTRALIA-NEW ORL 14,576 17.9 BP ordered by the full volume at special ‘ 
AUTO TRAIN (LORTON-SANFORD) 5,288 0.0 fh s the lac prices. 1983 (24 issues) is $12, 1982 Amtrak Specialist: Michael Levy 
TOTAL LONG DISTANCE 511,230 =i. 0 at there was no com- (22 issues) is $10. 1981 (21 issues) is $10. Call: (203) 721-0699 
SPECIAL TRAINS 500 -34.9 @ parison month in 1983, 1980 (18 issues) is $8. Single copies can ; 
: the service having begun be ordered at individual issue price. SUNSET TRAVEL 
SYSTEM TOTAL Uy fhe BES ice L FE vin Oct 1983)) RAIL TRAVEL NEWS 416 SILAS DEANE HWY. 
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Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709 


WETHERSFIELD CT 06109 


